
CROSSED WIRES CABARET 
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

BACKGROUND: 

In May 2020, Amoris Projects and Edmonton Fringe Theatre teamed up to present Tracks: a totally live, 
totally online look into how performers tell their own stories. It was broadcast live from nine young Alberta 
performers’ homes, complete with audience interaction and in-home lighting and sound equipment. This 
Summer, Edmonton Fringe has taken to the web with Fringe TV, showcasing Edmonton’s innovative and 
ambitious theatre community. Edmonton Fringe has invested in skill development and livestreaming 
equipment in the Westbury Theatre at the ATB Financial Arts Barns in Old Strathcona, offering future 
generations of artists ample opportunity to broadcast their work to audiences here and beyond. 

It has become evident that streaming theatre to audiences at home is not only a temporary bridge to 
when we can return to live theatre, but a new frontier for the performing arts that allows many audiences 
who - due to location, financial restriction, or physical/mental/social barrier - otherwise would never be 
able to enjoy the magic of live theatre. 

WHAT IS CROSSED WIRES CABARET: 

Crossed Wires Cabaret is a look at how theatre artists have pivoted to all things online since March, 
featuring panels with industry leaders in Edmonton and across Canada and performances that 
demonstrate the potential of performing for both audiences in the room and at home. The goal of the 
Crossed Wires Cabaret is to empower our theatre community with resources and inspiration for how 
technology can integrate into live performance and sustain our practice - both now and when we are able 
to fully gather again. 

WHEN: November 27 at 7:30pm 
WHERE: The Cabaret will host a distanced live audience with mindful and strict adherence to Alberta 
Health Services guidelines in the Westbury Theatre at the ATB Financial Arts Barns, and a livestreamed 
audience. 

The Crossed Wires Cabaret is presented with support from the Edmonton Arts Council, the Canada 
Council for the Arts, Theatre Alberta, and the Edmonton Community Foundation. 

CALL FOR ARTISTS: 

Amoris Projects and Edmonton Fringe Theatre are seeking four artists or teams of artistic collaborators to 
explore a big idea to connect live and virtual audiences through a 5-10 minute performance piece 
supported by our mentorship and technical resources. 

Selected artists/teams will receive: 

● A $1500 project fee 
● Access to a small discretionary budget for supplies 
● Access to streaming, technical, and production mentorship/resources from the Fringe and Amoris 

Projects teams 
● One tech rehearsal between November 24-26 with technician support in the Westbury Theatre 



● One dress rehearsal, and one performance at the Crossed Wires Cabaret 

Applications will be reviewed by the following: 

● Mac Brock, Producer (Amoris Projects) 
● Linda Mullen, Event Coordinator (Amoris Projects) 
● Bradley King, Livestream Coordinator (Amoris Projects) 
● Beth Dart, Collaborating Artist (Amoris Projects) 
● Selina Painchaud, Technical Director (Edmonton Fringe) 
● Murray Utas, Artistic Director (Edmonton Fringe) 

Application deadline is October 25, 2020. All applicants will be notified of their status no later than 
October 30, 2020. 

WHO SHOULD APPLY: 

The Crossed Wires Cabaret is intended to demonstrate the far reaches of how artists can use technology 
in their work. We encourage every idea, from a rough outline to a fully-previously-produced piece, to be 
submitted for consideration. Ambition, play, and creativity are the spirit of the event. 

We are seeking ideas that connect our at-home audience with our in-person audience. How can one 
audience see a piece one way and the other audience have a completely different experience? How can 
the at-home audience feel this performance is just as much for them as for the audience in the room? 

If you’re not sure whether or not your idea is technologically possible, pitch it! Our team loves a technical 
challenge and wants to work with you to make it possible. We want to give artists time, resources, and 
money to explore an idea and try something new! 

Edmonton Fringe and Amoris Projects are jointly committed to uplifting emerging artists, and particularly 
encourage submissions from those beginning their careers or transitioning to new phases in their careers.  

HEALTH & SAFETY: 

We will require safety checks for all artists and patrons in the building for rehearsals or performances. 
This includes but is not limited to: 

● Temperature checks, signed waivers, and questionnaires for artists and staff. 
● Sanitizer available and required when entering spaces. 
● Masks required at all times indoors. 
● Distance requirements between artists and other artist cohorts/audiences. 

Amoris Projects will be proactive participants in Edmonton Fringe Theatre’s Safe(r) Spaces policy 
requiring anti-oppressive, anti-racist, and anti-harrassment behaviour, and will require all selected 
applicants to agree to the same policy. 

In the event of additional closures that prevent in-person audiences, we will work with every selected 
team to adapt their piece to be shared fully online. 
 

CLICK TO APPLY! 

https://www.fringetheatre.ca/saferspace/#:~:text=Our%20Safer%20Space%20Program%20provides,choose%20to%20report%20an%20incident.
https://forms.gle/X5GE4zK42GuS9KTDA

